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A Safe Harbor where 

the Light of Christ     
Jesus directs all who 
are adrift to anchor 
themselves in Him.  

 
Creating Connections 

Through Christ  

 

 

Reflections from Pastor Penny  

Dear friends,  

 

There was a very simple subject I learned while I was in seminary, 

and again when I served my chaplaincy internship in a hospital. 

Itõs called ministry of presence. When weõre present with some-

one, when weõre visiting a patient in a hospital or at home, we 

become Godõs grace, love, and comfort.  

 

Thereõs a story about a tired and anxious serviceman who went 

to a hospital. A nurse took him to the bedside. òYour son is here,ó 

she said to the old man. She had to repeat the words several 

times before the patientõs eyes opened. Heavily sedated after a 

heart attack, he dimly saw the young uniformed Marine standing 

outside the oxygen tent. He reached out his hand. The Marine 

wrapped his toughened fingers around the old manõs limp ones, 

squeezing a message of love and encouragement. The nurse 

brought a chair so the Marine could sit beside the bed. All 

through the night the young Marine sat there in the poorly lit 

ward, holding the old manõs hand and offering him words of love 

and strength.  

 

Occasionally, the nurse suggested that the Marine move away 

and rest awhile, but he refused. Whenever the nurse came into 

the ward, the Marine was oblivious of her and of the night noises 

of the hospital ð the clanking of the oxygen machine, the chatter 

of the night staff exchanging greetings, the moans of the other 

patients.  

 

Now and then she heard him say a few gentle words. The dying 

man said nothing, only held tightly to the Marineõs hand all night. 

Near dawn, the old man died. The Marine released the now life-

less hand he had been holding and went to tell the nurse. Then 

he waited until the nurse returned. She 

started to offer her sympathy, but the 

Marine interrupted her. òWho was that 

man?ó he asked. The nurse was startled. 

òYour father,ó she answered. òNo, he 

wasnõt,ó the Marine replied. òI never saw 

him before in my life.ó 

 

òThen why didnõt you say something 

when I took you to him?ó 
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сΥллǇƳ - тΥллǇƳ 

He said, òI knew right away there had been a mistake, but I also knew he needed his son, 

and his son wasnõt here. When I realized he was too sick to tell whether or not I was his son, 

and I saw how much he needed me, I stayed.ó 

 

òI came here tonight to find a Mr. William Grey. His son was killed in Iraq yesterday, and I 

was sent here to inform him. What was this manõs name?ó  The nurse, with tears in her 

eyes, answered, òMr. William Grey.ó 

 

The next time someone needs youéjust stay. Just show up. Sit with a grieving one, visit a 

hospital room, go to a funeral. God will send His comfort, peace, and love through you. St. 

Francis of Assisi said, òPreach the Gospel always. If necessary, use words.ó 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Penny 

Harbor Light 
Deadlines 

September 21  

October 19  

November 16  

 

Bulletin Deadline 

Please submit your bulletin announce-

ment by 1:00pm on Tuesday afternoon.  

If not received by then, your announce-

ment may not appear in the Sunday   

bulletin.  

To the congregation of PCPH: 
 
We were touched beyond words at the outpouring of  
support and love shown to us after our house fire.  This has 
been a challenging time, and we appreciate everything our 
church family has done for us ñ your support, monetary 
gifts, for all the little and big ways youõve pitched in, and 
especially your prayers. You went above and beyond, and we 
are touched and grateful.  
 
As we continue down the long road of rebuilding, it is comforting 
to know that we have such a supporting, caring group of friends at PCPH.  
 
David and Mary DeMersseman 
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P  ǳƳǇƪƛƴ 

P  ŀǘŎƘ 

         vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¸ǾŜǧŜ 5ƻǳƪŀǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ 

{Ŝǘ-¦Ǉ IŜƭǇ bŜŜŘŜŘ  

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мǎǘ 

фΥллŀƳ 

¦ƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ IŜƭǇ bŜŜŘŜŘ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ уǘƘ 

¢ǊǳŎƪ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ уΥллŀƳ 

tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ tŀƭƳ IŀǊōƻǊ 
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¢ƘŜ t² /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎŀƭŀŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƛǇŜΣ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛǘ ǘƻ .ƻƴƴƛŜ ŀǘ                      
ōƻƴƴƛŜƎƛǊƭǾϪǾŜǊƛȊƻƴΦƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜΦ  ²Ŝ Řƻ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ƻƴ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǊǘƘŜȄ  ƻǊ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Iŀƭƭ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 
ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ 
 

tŀǎǘƻǊ tŜƴƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŜƴǝǘƭŜŘ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ 5ƛũŜǊπ
ŜƴŎŜ ŀ [Ŝƴǎ aŀƪŜǎέΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗ  /ƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗ 

!ǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ t/tI ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŀ 

Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƻ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊƻπ

ǾƛŘŜǎ CΦ9Φ!Φ{Φ¢Φ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ aǊΦ 

²ŀƭǘ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ōŀǘƘ ǎƻŀǇΣ ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅ ŘŜπ

ǘŜǊƎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ όƧǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ŀ ŦŜǿύΦ 

! ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǊǘƘŜȄ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇπ

ǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻǿŜƭǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ōŀǘƘ ǎƻŀǇΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŘŜǎƛƎπ

ƴŀǝƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ƛǘŜƳΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aǊΦ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘŜƳ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝǾŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  ¢ƻ 

ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ 

aŀȅ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  


