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Reflections from Pastor Penny

Dear friends,

. . . . . | fMATaTay,
There was a very simple subject | learned while | was in seminary, f
and again when | served my chaplaincy internship in a hospital.

Itdés called ministry of presence. pr ese
one, when wedre visiting a patient al (
become Godds grace, |l ove, and comf

Therebs a story about a tired and i cen
to a hospital. A nurse took himt oY
she said to the old man. She had to repeat the words several

ti mes before the patientds eyes o y se

heart attack, he dimly saw the young uniformed Marine standing
outside the oxygen tent. He reached out his hand. The Marine ; ,, ,
wrapped his toughened fingers ar oun dghhe ands
squeezing a message of love and encouragement. The nurse ‘ { AR
brought a chair so the Marine could sit beside the bed. All
through the night the young Marine sat there in the poorly lit
war d, holding the old mands hand
and strength.

Occasionally, the nurse suggested that the Marine move away
and rest awhile, but he refused. Whenever the nurse came into
the ward, the Marine was oblivious of her and of the night noises
of the hospital & the clanking of the oxygen machine, the chatter
of the night staff exchanging greetings, the moans of the other
patients.

Now and then she heard him say a few gentle words. The dying
man said nothing, only held tightl
Near dawn, the old man died. The Marine released the now life-
less hand he had been holding and went to tell the nurse. Then
he waited until the nurse returned. She
started to offer her sympathy, but the
Mar i ne interrupted

man?06 he asked. The
oYour father, b 6 she
wasndt, 6 the Marine
him before in my |.i

A Safe Harbor where
was | t {meaight of Christ
s t alr tebue directs all who
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He said, ol knew right away there had been a misteze
and his son wasndt here. When | realized he was to
and | saw how much he needed me, | stayed. o6

ol came here tonight to find a Mr. Wi lliam Grey.
was sent here to inform him. What was this manés
eyes, answered, OMr. William Grey. 6

The next time someone needs youéjust stay. Just s
hospital room, go to a funeral. God will send His comfort, peace, and love through you. St.

Francis of Assi si said, OPreach the Gospel al ways.
In Christ,

Pastor Penny

To the congregation of PCPH:

We were touched beyond words at the outpouring
support and love shown to us after our house fire
been a challenging time, and we appreciate every
church family has done foryasir support, monetary
gi fts, for all the | itt
especially your prayers. You went above and beyorie,
are touched and grateful.

As we continue down the long road of rebuilding, it is comforting
to know that we have such a supporting, caring group of friends at PCPH.

David and Mary DeMersseman

Harbor Light Bulletin Deadline

Dea—d“nes Please submit your bulletin announce-
September 21 ment by 1:00pm on Tuesday afternoon.
If not received by then, your announce-

ment may not appear in the Sunday
November 16 bulletin.

October 19
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